
LIGHT – Symbol of the light of Christ. The light is symbolic of the eternal light of Jesus' spirit that 

is kept in mind over Christmas. 

 

STAR – The Christmas star represents the first star of Bethlehem that shone on the night Jesus 

was born. It also symbolizes that Christ is the light of the world and is a shining hope to all 

mankind. The star was a guide to the wisemen and shepherds to help them find the Christ child. 

 

NATIVITY – A Christmas nativity is probably one of the most recognizable symbols of the 

Christmas season. It depicts the night of Jesus’ birth. These scenes generally contain the Christ 

child in a manger, His mother, Mary, His earthly father, Joseph, shepherds, angels, various barn 

animals, and sometimes three wise men. 

 

CANDY CANE – The candy cane is in the shape of a shepherd’s crook used to bring lost lambs 

back to the fold. The Savior is often thought of as the Good Shepherd guiding us back to His 

fold. The white on the candy cane represents the purity of Jesus and the red stripes symbolize 

the blood He shed for us. 

 

YULE LOG – A Yule Log is a significant part of Christmas traditions. It is a large log burned in the 

home fireplace. It is a symbol of prosperity and luck. It is believed it will bring good health, 

wealth and productivity in the year ahead. 

 

WREATH – The Christmas wreath is a symbol of the never-ending love of God having no 

beginning and no ending. Wreaths are in circles made with evergreen which symbolizes eternal 

life. 

 

TREE – The evergreen Christmas tree stays green all year and reminds us of everlasting hope 

and life eternal. It also points up to heaven reminding us to look to God in all things. 

 

HOLLY – The holly plant represents the crown of thorns worn by our Savior. The red holly 

berries represent the blood shed by Him for us. 
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MARY AND JOSEPH – Mary and Joseph were chosen to be the parents of Jesus Christ. They are 

an essential part of the Nativity scene. They were the first to welcome Christ into the world.  

 

ANGEL – The angels proclaimed the news of the Savior’s birth.  

 

CANDLE – The Christmas candle reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world. He is the light we 

should follow and through Him we will find our way in the darkness of life. Before electric 

Christmas tree lights were invented families would use candles to light up the tree. 

 

DOVE – The dove has long been viewed as a symbol of peace. Jesus was born into the world to 

bring peace between God and mankind. 

 

BOW – A ribbon is tied around a gift to represent how people should all be tied together in bonds 

of unity and goodwill during the holiday season. 

 

BELLS – Bells ring out to guide lost sheep back to the fold. The Christmas bell signifies that all 

are precious in His eyes and He will help you. 

 

SHEPHERDS – At the birth of Jesus an angel appeared to the shepherds and said to them, “I 

bring you good tidings (news) of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.”  

 

POINSETTIA – Poinsettias are a natural plant to associate with Christmas. They bloom during the 

Christmas season and their star-shaped leaves remind us of the star of Bethlehem.  

 

MISTLETOE – Mistletoe is a parasitic plant, meaning it lives on the tree that it is attached to and, 

without it, the mistletoe would die. The plant has long been a symbol of love. 

 

GIFT – Giving gifts is meant to be a symbol of love and kindness and a remembrance of the gift 

of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 



SANTA – Santa is a symbol of giving who hopes to instill joy and a love of peace and goodwill.  

 

RED – The color red is used at Christmas to represent the blood of Jesus when he died on the 

cross. 

 

GREEN – The color green signifies everlasting light and life. 

 

JESUS – Whether in the arms of his mother or in a manger, images of Jesus as an infant abound 

at Christmas time. After all, he is the focus of our holiday; it is his birthday that we celebrate at 

Christmas.  

 

SNOWFLAKE – Christmas comes just four days after the winter season officially begins. Since 

snow most often falls during this time of year, snowflakes have naturally come to be associated 

with Christmas. 

  

STOCKING - According to tradition, the original Saint Nicholas put gold coins in the stockings of 

three poor sisters. One night, the girls left their stockings drying over the fireplace. Saint 

Nicholas knew the family was very poor, so he threw three bags of gold coins down the 

chimney. The money landed in the sisters’ stockings. Since then, children have hung up their 

Christmas stockings on Christmas Eve, hoping to find them filled with gifts in the morning. 


